MIDLANDS MISSION CENTER CONFERENCE MINUTES

Chihowa Retreat Center - April 18, 2009

Approved November 14, 2009

Sue Phipps, Midlands Mission Center President, called the business meeting to order at 1:05pm following a hymn (HS 1, O Lord, Grace Our Communion) and invocation by Don Bice. Conference first addressed the minutes of the previous conference, November 15, 2008.        Virginia Addams made a motion to approve minutes, as printed. John Studdard seconded.  The conference voted by show of hands to approve minutes as printed in the bulletin.

A motion to support the call of Richard (Rick) Darling to the office of Seventy was brought to the conference by Stan Troeh and seconded by Doug Albro. Sue Phipps read letter of support of Rick’s call from Kris Judd, President of the Second Quorum of Seventy.  Sue invited Rick to speak personally in regard to the confirmation of his call to Seventy.  Several individuals spoke to their personal confirmation and support of the call.  Vote was taken and mission center voted to approve and support the call of Richard (Rick) Darling to the office of Seventy.

A motion to sustain the Chihowa Board of Directors and Central Avenue Center of Hope Board of Directors (printed on page 18 of the Conference Bulletin) was brought by Don Bice, seconded by Stanton Adams.  Mission Center voted to sustain and motion passed.

A motion to sustain the H.A.R.T. Ministries Board (printed on page 18 of the Conference Bulletin) was made by Barb Fruend and seconded by Paul Bennetts.  Motion passed.

Business Suspended at approximately 1:27p.m.  Those gathered entered into a time of   worship, greeting from World Church and challenge by Seventy Robyn Linkhart and the       ordination of Rick Darling.  Richard (Rick) Darling was ordained to the office of Seventy by Seventies Robin Linkhart and Don McLaughlin.  Following Disciples Generous Response by Richard Rupe and receiving the offering, the conference took an intermission before resuming the business meeting.

Business meeting resumed at approximately 2:01p.m. and addressed the 2008 Midlands Mission Center Audit Report (pgs 13-17 of the conference bulletin).  A motion to accept the audit report as printed was made by Aaron Laughlin, and seconded by Lloyd Barnett.  Motion passed.

Sue Phipps then turned the conference floor over to Bishop Mikal Shedd, Midlands      Mission Center Financial Officer.  Following an update on the Midlands Mission Center AIP (Affiliated Investment Pool, with World Church) from Greg Stollsteimer, Mikal presented the Proposed Program for Ministry for 2010.

Sue resumed leadership of the meeting to address the Midlands Mission Center Property Resolution (printed on page 10 of the conference bulletin). Sue read the resolution to the         conference and a motion to discuss the resolution was brought by Del Bagley and seconded by Margaret Foster. Joel Loving offered a substitute motion (Attachment A1) from the Highlands congregation and distributed the substitute resolution among those gathered. Joel Loving moved the substitution and it was seconded by Dorothy Carver.  Joel then spoke to the substitute motion.  Rob Gauper and Mike Hernandez also spoke to the motion and vision mentioned in the          resolution. A motion to amend the substitute resolution was brought by Greg Stollsteimer and seconded by Donna Fletcher. The amendment would change the first resolution to read as follows:
“Resolved, that the Midlands Mission Center suspend the resolution of November 13, 2004 (attachment A from April 23, 2005 minutes) for one year in order to preserve  ownership and stewardship of all church property on this site for a greater purpose;” 

  Greg Stollsteimer spoke in support of the amendment and Joel Loving spoke against the amendment.  Many spoke to the amendment and many questions were posed and answered.  A motion to move the previous was made by Paul Bennetts and Diana Guthrie seconded.  The motion passed.  The vote was taken on the amendment; motion lost.

Don Cowick moved the previous question on all matters before the conference; it was    seconded Larry Ragan.  Vote taken and motion to vote on all matters before the conference passed.  The substitute resolution was passed by show of hands (Attachment A2).

Grandview, KS Property Church Sale Proceeds Resolution (conference bulletin page 9) was read by Sue Phipps.  A motion to approve the resolution was given by Barb Freund and seconded by Diana Guthrie.  Questions regarding the resolution were posed and answered.  By vote of hands resolution passed (Attachment B).

Conference turned to the Chihowa Board for presentation regarding the vision for the     future and improvement of the grounds that make up the Chihowa Retreat Center.

Mike Windes spoke to the conference regarding MITIOG, a camp for children with Spina Bifida and donations to support the ministry.

Sue Phipps addressed the conference and asked for any additional business.  With none, the meeting was adjourned at approximately 4:05pm.

Respectfully submitted,
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Laura Weigand-Vaughan

Attachment A1

Midlands Mission Center Property Resolution

April 18, 2009

Whereas Midlands Mission Center conference legislation authorized the sale of approximately twenty nine (29) acres of land adjacent to the Highland’s Congregation on November 13, 2004; and

Whereas considerable portions of this property are unsuitable for building or development; and

Whereas the land has not sold and solid prospects for selling the land appear bleak for a considerable amount of time; and 

Whereas the master plans of Kansas City include the construction of a a collector road across the southern portion of the property which renders the profitability of private development on the remaining land prohibitive; and

Whereas the Highlands has since formed a vision which incorporates a plan to utilize all the property (in cooperation with the Midlands Mission Center) in specific missi9n for the Community of Christ; therefore be it

Resolved, that the Midland Mission Center rescind the resolution of November 13, 2004 (attachment A from November 13, 2004 minutes, approved April 23, 2005) in order to preserve ownership and stewardship of all church property on this site for a greater purpose; and be it further

Resolved, that costs already incurred by attachment A remain as agreed upon in that attachment, specifically that survey costs are to be born equally by the Highlands congregation and the Midlands Mission Center; and be it further

Resolved, that the Midlands Mission Center president and bishop select representative membership to join with the Highlands in further development of this vision to be reported back to the Mission Center Conference at the spring business meeting of 2010.
Attachment A2

Midlands Mission Center Property Resolution

From the Highlands Congregation:

Be it Resolved, That the Midland Mission Center rescind the resolution of November 13, 2004 (attachment A from November 13, 2004 minutes, approved April 23, 2005)1 in order to preserve ownership and stewardship of all church property on this site for a greater purpose; and be it further

Resolved, That costs already incurred by attachment A remain as agreed upon in that attachment, specifically that survey costs are to be born equally by the Highlands congregation and the Midlands Mission Center; and be it further

Resolved, That the Midlands Mission Center president and bishop select representative membership to join with the Highlands in further development of this vision to be reported back to the Mission Center Conference at the spring business meeting of 2010.
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From the Midlands Mission Center Leadership Team:

Resolved, The Midlands Mission Center Conference authorize the MCFO and or his
agents to work with the Highlands Pastor or his agent to hire a survey company to set boundaries
(cost to paid equally between the Midlands Mission Center and the Highlands Community of
Christ); and be it further

Resolved, That the Midlands Mission Center authorize the Midlands Mission Center
Financial Officer to establish the fair market value by having the thirty-nine (39) acres appraised
cost to be paid by the Midlands Mission Center; and be it further

Resolved, That the Midlands Mission Center Financial Officer explore with the City of
Kansas City, Missouri to give or sell approximately 10 acres of land for the water detention
center; and be it further

Resolved, That the Midlands Mission Center Financial Officer sell the remaining twenty-
nine (29) acres of land, suitable for development, for established fair market value; and be it
further

Resolved, The proceeds from that sale are placed in the Midlands Mission Center reserve
account with interest to be used to help reduce assessments for Mission Center congregations.




Attachment B

Grandview, KS Property Church Sale Proceeds Resolution

From Midlands Mission Center Leadership

Be it Resolved, that the proceeds from the sale of the Grandview, KS Church Property be distributed as follows:

All debt incurred by the Midlands Mission Center in the maintenance of the property and expenses of the sale, be reimbursed; and

Any outstanding amounts owed to Midlands Mission Center will be paid in full, and 

Any remaining funds be placed in an Affiliate Investment Pool account with the Community of Christ to support the mission of the Central Avenue Center of Hope.

